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ilany  a  thrifty  farm  woman  these  days  is  stretching  her  dollars  and  dines  by 
buying  household  equipment  with  her  neighbors.     She  pools  her  money  with  other  home- 
makers  in  the  community  and  together  they  -place  a  large  order  and  get  mass  savings. 
Today  the  Farm  Security  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  some 
of  the  cooperative  "buying  practices  of  its  borrower  women. 

7e  might  begin  with  the  Arkansas  ladies  who  still  enjoy  old-fashioned  quilt- 
ing parties.    These  women  recently  bought  a  thousand  yards  of  gay-colored  percale  to 
-ake  so.ne  quilts  and  comforts.     By  buying  so  much  at  one  time,  of  course  the'r  saved 
several  cents  a  yard.    Another  group  of  Arkansas  women  bought  sheets  and  saved  14^ 
apiece  on  them. 

In  ..ississippi,  124  women  in  a  single  county  bought  screenwire  together  and 
red  i  surprising  amount  ...   the  size  of  the  order  itself  must  have  rather  terri- 
:ied  the  local  fly  population.    Also  in  Mississippi,  a  group  of  families  decided  to 
repair  and  improve  their  homes  and  ordered  wallpaper,  window  shades,  screen  doors, 
linoleum  ru^s,  lumber,  and  whitewash.     The  total  cost  of  these  if  they  had  been 
bought  separately  would  have  been  $132,  but  by  buying  them  together,   they  cost  only 
3100  and  saved  the  people  about  24  percent. 

Often  families  buy  such  commodities  as  flour,   sugar,  and  fuel  together  -  or 
if  a  drought  ruins  their  gardens  or  orchards,  they  may  buy  fruits  and  vegetables 
together.    Some  Alabama  women  have  just  bought  sausage  grinders  and  food  chopping 
sets  worth   .7.50  for  only  $4.     One  of  the  most  popular  items  women  buy  together 
canning  equipment.     It's  a  rare  farm  vroman  who  doesn't  need  dozens  of  fruit  jars, 
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and  maybe  n  pressure  cooker  and  sealer  when  canning  time  rolls  around.     In  one  Ala- 
bama county,  some  450  women  bought  nearly  $2300  worth  of  glass  jars,  tops,  rubber 
rings,  and  utensils  this  season.     Their  plan  was  to  decide  what  they  needed,  make  a 
list,  and  then  submit  the  list  to  local  stores.     Of  course,  the  stores  that  gave  the 
best  prices  got  the  contracts. 

Sometimes  women  not  only  buy  canning  equipment  together  but  use  it  together. 
In  quite  a  number  of  communities,  homemakers  have  set  up  regular  canning  centers,  an 
furnished  them  with  modern  equipment  -  the  sort  of  equipment  that  eliminates  the 
drudgery  and  grind  of  old-fashioned  methods.    One  of  the  most  successful  of  these 
centers  is  located  in  Box  Elder  County,  Utah.     Less  than  four  months  after  this 
center  be6an  operating,  the  women  stocked  their  shelves  with  5,000  quarts  of  home- 
grown foods. 

Ihis  little  Western  county  is  pretty  sold  on  co-ops  anyway.  About  900  fami- 
lies -  or  half  the  county1  s  population  -  belong  to  some  200  different  co-o-os.  The 
frrilies  know  that  what  they  can't  accomplish  alone,  they  can  accomplish  with  each 
other,  find  no"  their  county  has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  state. 
Such  good  neighboring  sort  of  takes  us  back  to  early  settler  days,  doesn't  it?  ... 
toen  folks  banded  together  to  build  a  log  cabin  or  harvest  crops  or  go  to  town  and 
Bring  home  the  groceries,  mail,  and  calico  for  everybody. 

Very  often  nowadays  women  find  they  don't  have  the  money  to  buy  the  things 
they  need.     In  that  case,  they  can  probably  get  a  Farm  Security  loan  such  as  their 
husbands  :et  to  buy  tractors,  hay  balers,  harvesters,  and  other  things.     ^he'r  can 
toy  a  lar^e  variety  of  articles  this  way  -  not  only  pressure  cookers  and  canning 
equipment  but  also  stoves,  washers,  sewing  machines,  and  even  weaving  looms.  Some- 
times ho..:e*.uv.ers  have  two  or  three  of  these  articles  all  located  in  one  central 
coaanunit^  center.    At  a  community  center  in  Virginia,   several  rooms  are  fullTr  equip- 
ped with  sevdng  machines,   electric  washers,  and  pressure  cookers. 


-  3  - 

In  North  Carolina,  five  women  have  bought  a  community  washing  machine.  No 
aore  "blue  iiondays",  backaches,  or  bending  over  washboards  for  them,     -hey  bought 
the  machine  with  a  community  service  loan.     It's  operated  by  a  gasoline  engine  and 
cost  $200.    Now  every  day  is  washday  for  somebody.    One  woman  washes  Monday,  one 
Tuesday,  one  Wednesday,  and  so  on  through  Friday.     If  someone  can't  keep  her  date 
with  the  machine,  she  probably  trades  time  with  a  neighbor  or  uses  the  free  day 
feturdoy,  or  maybe  for  sociability  shares  a  day  with  somebody  else.    As  with  most 
other  community  service  loans,  the  women  plan  to  pay  back  their  loan  over  a  five- 
year  period  at  3  percent  interest. 

In  .mother  state,   some  60  farm  women  in  sharecropper  families  got  mighty 
tired  of  sewing  by  hand  all  the  time.     It  was  a  long  tedious  job,  and  with  a  lot  of 
growing  youngsters  in  the  family,  it  was  especially  hard.     They  knew  machines  could 
SAVE  mone:    out  they  also  knev;  they  COST  money.    Finally  the  women  heard  of  comiminit; 
service  lorns  and  applied  for  one.     When  they  got  it,  they  placed  a  large  order  for 
machines.    After  the  machines  arrived,  the  manufacturer  sent  along  a  re-ores ent at ive 
to  teach  cue  women  how  to  sew.     Some  had  never  used  a  sewing  machine  before,  you 
see.    3ut  they  were  so  anxious  to  learn  that  one  day  when  it  rained  and  sleeted,  a 
couple  of  women  put  on  their  husband's  hightop  boots  and  waded  five  miles  through 
mud  and  slash  to  get  to  class. 

Another  type  of  group  buying  that  farm  families  have  found  unusually  helpful 
lately  is  _;arden  seed  buying.     Early  in  the  spring  and  often  in  early  fall,  fami- 
nes place  orders  and  get  high  quality  seed  at  only  a  half  or  a  third  their  regular 
cost.    Families  submit  their  lists  and  specifications  to  local  merchants  and  get 
bids  on  them  ...   the  lowest  bid  gets  the  order.     This  year  farm  families  in  Dela- 
ware placed  some  90  orders  totaling   >2700,  and  received  loans  averaging  $35  for 
about  50  of  the  orders.    Their  cooperative  bu?ang  saved  them  50  percent  on  garden 
seed  and  not  much  less  on  field  seed. 
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Even  children  are  eligible  for  these  community  service  loans  -  if  their 
parents  are  7SA  "borrowers.     Just  last  month,   ten  youngsters  in  Louisiana,  '-'ho  were 
active  4-H  club  members  got  a  loan  to  buy  pigs.     Their  fathers  co-signed  the  notes 
and  tho  children  agreed  to  repny  the  loans  in  five  years  at  the  usual  3  percent 
interest. 

Families  don't  need  to  form  their  own  cooperatives  if  there's  one  already 
estiblishec.  in  the  community  they  can  join.     They  may  receive  loans  for  participat- 
ing in  the  existing  co-ops  -  provided  they  are  unable  to  get  loans  anywhere  else. 
Khatever  oheir  needs  they  are  invited  to  talk  to  their  county  extension  agent  or 
FSA  supervisor.     It's  all  a  part  of  the  American  way  of  life  -  an  old-new  effort 
to  achieve  better,  happier,  and  more  efficient  living  on  the  farm. 
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